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There is so much to be thankful for! We have endured an incredibly challenging time over
the past couple months, and it is important to take a moment to reflect on all that has
transpired. Godoés fingerprints are all/l
ed in countless ways.
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The season of Lent is a time of spiritual reflection, self -examination, and fasting
(sacrificially giving something up, particularly things that keep us from fully engaging in
relationship with God, and/or adding things that bring us closer to God and neighbor in
service). The 40 days of Lent (not counting Sundays) represent the 40 days Jesus spent
in the wilderness after His baptism.

We will take these 40 days to collectively ref
asked this question often). We will have two ways of centering ourselves and growing

spiritually each week:

§ Ash Wednesday Service (2/14) and Weekly Wednesday Prayer Services (2/21 i
3/28) at 5:15pm. In the Qjai Valley (and surrounding areas) we have a new relation-
ship with ashes after the fire. We gather for the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednes-
day and contemplative prayer services each week that follows. We will center on the
stages of grief, setting our sights on the hope of new life in Christ as we watch signs of
new life grow in our soil.

§ Sunday Lenten Worship Series i REHAB (2/18 i 3/25) . We probably think of
ORehabé in relation to the medical recovery
ing to drug and alcohol addiction. This Lenten season, we are going to observe the
Lenten discipline of Spiritual Rehab. Lear n
mal 6 where God becomes the sole One whom we

We will gather together to participate in a Mission Project  (service)i supporting UMCOR
(United Methodist Committee on Relief) by putting together Relief Kits. Our congregation,

along with our Mission Area Churches, will collectively send our kits to help those in need
around the world.

Lent leads us towards Palm/Passion Sunday & Holy Week, where we will hold a service
for Maundy (Holy) Thursday and participate in the Good Friday Service at Libbey Bowl.

In Christ,

Pastor Cathie

Overwhelming Thanks!
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Words fail to express the fullness of my heart and the
depth of my gratitude for the gift you shared with me
at Christmas. Thank you so much! ~ Pastor Cathie

uqc\



Page 2

—OZTesr

CSom O
= =S =90 —0

Ojai UMC kicks off 2016-2017
Ministry Initiative for Healthy Living § SIS 8 S
2% 36 56 72

{/ Get Moving with 12 30 #% 53 75
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he same super fun dance workout with '

Latin and world music just slower and i
lower impact. Perfect for Seniors, R
beginners and those with joint issues and O
anyone who hasn't exercised in a while. <
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even be done seated.
Led by Lorraine Mariz
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6Li ked us on Facebook and redommésdhelp page to yo
spread the word! You can find us at https://www.facebook.com/OjaiUMC
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In January we met for dinner at Cal Marco, and a wonderful evening was had!

ALL Women are invited to attend our Godds Girls gat
dinner at the same time (see Ed or Art for info).

Our February Gathering will be on Wednesday the 21st at 6:00pm at Agave Maria.
RSVP to Linda Aldous (824 -4404) by Monday, February 19th.

Also, please remember our furry friends and bring a food item for our

contribution to the Ojai Valley Humane Society.

Spaghetti Dinner ~ Sunday, February 18th!

Mark your calendars! Kim Armstrong has offered her amazing culinary
skills to prepare a spaghetti dinner for us to enjoy on February 18th at
5:30pm in Peterson Hall. We hope you will invite a family member(s) or
guest(S). Reservations are required to insure there is enough food for all
that attend. Donations are appreciated, but not required. Please RSVP
to the church office.

Ojai UMC paid all 2017 amounts for Apportionments, Pensions and Insurance. We should receive a
100% Certificate from the CalPac Conference for Apportionments again.

Balance for various accounts as of January 9, 2018:

1 Parking Lot Fund: $21,247.68

9 Church Growth: $3,908.73

1 Family Shelter Meals: $120.96 (Since starting donations for this cause, we have averaged $65.00 -
$68.00 received per month).

Final end -of-year reports were delayed for last Church Council meeting due to issues related to the
Thomas Fire (bank and business closures and checks to individuals not yet cleared/cashed.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED ,
MARIE FORREST, T REASURER

Editordés note: After this report was submitted, OUMC rec
ance deductible of $2,500.00 related to the deep cleaning that was needed after the Thomas Fire.



